
Book Recommendations 
 

Ephesians: Discovering Your Identity and Purpose in Christ (Discover Together Bible 
Study Series) 
Ephesians - Sue Edwards - 9 lessons - tiered homework makes this suitable for most 

groups of students, takes about 1.5 hours a week....updated with short video clips and 

leader's guide online. Would put our theme into context - allowing women a great 

understanding of their identity in Christ and how/what we are to reflect and live a life 

of love. 

A Modern Girl's Guide to Bible Study 
This book is one I'm about to review on my blog. LOL Modern Girls Guide to Bible Study - 

Jen Hatmaker - 5 weeks of study - optional to then follow with a study of a book of the 

Bible. This book will give women the skills to study Scripture on their own and a study of 

Ephesians (theme verses) or the topic of love could follow using these tools 

 

 
Loving God and Others: The Heart of True Faith (40-Minute Bible Studies) 
Loving God Loving Others - 6 weeks NO HOMEWORK, inductive....there are several of 

these that look like they may fit with the topics which come from our theme verses - this 

one teaches about the "great commandment" 

 

 

Forgiveness: Breaking the Power of the Past (40-Minute Bible Studies) 
Forgiveness: Breaking the Power of the Past - 6 week study - No homework - 4:32 talks 

about forgiveness - and needed to truly reflect Christ's love - both this and one above 

from the Precept Ministry team. 

 

 

Enhancing Your Marriage: A Woman's Bible Study (Following God Christian Living 
Series)  
Enhancing Your Marriage - 12 weeks - Judy Rossi - What does Christ's love reflected in 

our marriages look like. 

 

The Fitting Room by Kelly Minter 

Kelly Minter explores what it means—in real life—to "clothe" ourselves (Col. 3:12) in 

Christian virtues like forgiveness, joy, patience, compassion, and more. Colossians 3:12 

tells us to "clothe" ourselves in Christian virtues like forgiveness, joy, patience, 

compassion.   But how does that work in real life? Can we really "dress up" in the 

character of Christ? Kelly Minter says the answer is yes—if we let the Master Designer 

do the fitting. 
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The Cure: What if God is not who you think He is, and neither are you? By John Lynch 

and company. Www.truefaced.com We thought we were cured.  

We thought so, but most of us unwittingly carried an old, dead perspective into our 

new life. We couldn’t measure up to a standard we created, so we convinced ourselves 

it was God’s. We read his words through our grid of shame and felt ourselves fall 

farther and farther behind. We took it out on each other; judging, comparing, faking, 

splintering. Some of us retreated from the whole charade, becoming cynical, 

mistrusting, jaded from hope. Our marriages, churches, families, friendships, our marketplaces, our 

culture . . . they all need the cure. 

The Leadership Challenge: How to Make Extraordinary Things Happen in 
OrganizationsFor more than 25 years, The Leadership Challenge has been the most 
trusted source on becoming a better leader, selling more than 2 million copies in over 
20 languages since its first publication. Based on Kouzes and Posner's extensive 
research, this all-new edition casts their enduring work in context for today's world, 
proving how leadership is a relationship that must be nurtured, and most importantly, 
that it can be learned. 

 

With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to God By: Skye Jethani 

Why are American believers failing to experience the true freedom of Christianity? 

Why are pastors burning out at an alarming rate? Exploring the biblical narrative 

alongside stories of faithful men and women throughout history, Jethani demonstrates 

how we can stop living our life for God and start living in communion with him. 

Includes discussion questions. 207 pages, softcover from Nelson. 

 

 

Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed Follower of Jesus 

"If Jesus were to sit down with you right now and have a DTR (Define the Relationship) 

conversation, how would you respond? Are you truly his follower or just a fan-or 

perhaps someone who doesn't even care about the difference? Not a Fan invites you 

to make Jesus not merely the object of your admiration, but the very center of your 

life. Through biblical teaching, anecdotes, and humor, Kyle Idleman explores what it 

means to truly be a follower of Christ. He also shares several powerful Not a Fan 

stories--testimonies from fellow followers who turned to Jesus. Don't miss this wake up call to radical 

discipleship!" 

 

 

 

http://www.truefaced.com/
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The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith 
Using his characteristic intellectual approach to faith issues, Keller uncovers an 
unexpected message in the familiar---and often misunderstood---New Testament 
parable of the prodigal son. Seekers and believers alike will see Christianity in a whole 
new way when they learn how Christ's followers are supposed to love, so they can join 
him in heaven. 
 

Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God, Revised and Expanded 
Have you ever wondered if we're missing it? It's crazy if you think about it. The God of 
the universe — the Creator of nitrogen and pine needles, galaxies and e-minor — loves 
us with a radical, unconditional, self-sacrificing love. And what is our typical response? 
We go to church, sing songs, and try not to cuss.  Whether you've verbalized it yet or 
not . . . we all know something's wrong.  Does something deep inside your heart long 
to break free from the status quo? Are you hungry for an authentic faith that addresses 
the problems of our world with tangible, even radical, solutions? God is calling you to a 

passionate love relationship with Himself. Because the answer to religious complacency isn't working 
harder at a list of do's and don'ts — it's falling in love with God. And once you encounter His love, as 
Francis describes it, you will never be the same.  Because when you're wildly in love with someone, it 
changes everything. 
 

My So-Called Life as a Submissive Wife 
In her highly anticipated sequel to My So-Called Life as a Proverbs 31 Wife, author 
Sara Horn takes on one of the most widely debated subjects for a Christian wife--
marital submission. 
What does biblical submission look like for wives today? And why 
is submission viewed as such a dirty word by so many women and men in our culture, 
including Christians? Can a happily married couple live out the biblical model of 
submission and be the better for it?  Horn takes on a one-year experiment to seek 

answers to these questions and to explore what it means to be submissive as a wife and "helper" to her 
husband. The answers--and her discoveries--may surprise you.  This unique, entertaining, and thought-
provoking personal account will challenge women to throw out their preconceived notions of what a 
submissive wife looks like and seek fresh leading from God for their lives and marriages today. 

 

Precept Upon Precept Inductive Studies . . . James Written Leader Guide - James- A 

Faith That's Real (15 lessons) - What is true faith? How should you live the Christian 

life? Each verse of this practical study is alive with instructions, admonition, and 

encouragement. Learn God's principles for dealing with trials, temptations, the 

tongue, and the pull of the world. (Not a stocked item. This item will be duplicated 

when you place your order, and should ship within five days. Also leaders may now 

download FREE Leader Guides by creating an account on Precept Online Community and going to the 

Resource Library). 

 

http://precept.org/contactinfo/register
http://precept.org/repository#:f:All
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Because He Loves Me by Elyse M. Fitzpatrick 
Have you lost sight of who you are? Fitzpatrick helps you rediscover your true identity 
as a beloved child adopted by the Father, espoused to the Son, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit! Urging you to claim your spiritual inheritance, she encourages you to accept 
God's forgiveness, walk in love, and live gospel-centered relationships.  
 
 
 

 
Named by God: Overcoming Your Past, Transforming Your Present, Embracing Your 
Future by Kasey Van Norman 
In many ways, Kasey Van Norman has suffered more heartbreak than one woman can 
bear. Growing up, she endured her parents' divorce, date rape, and years of addiction to 
sex and cutting. As an adult, she suffered the pain of an emotional affair, rejection by 
her friends and community, and her mother's death from cancer. But at the end of this 
twisting path of heartbreak, Kasey walked out of the wilderness and into a place of 

God's merciful and miraculous healing. In "Named by God," Kasey shares her story of God's infinite 
grace and compassion so that other women might learn from her experience and grow in their own 
relationship with God. 
 

iMarriage 
Andy Stanley 's three key teachings help you transform your expectations and examine 

the "I's" of marriage: "Keeping My 'I' On You," "Putting Your 'I' Out," and "It Takes 

Three." Six sessions with leader's guide, conversation-starting exercises, discussion 

questions and application steps will help you look to God to experience marriage as it 

was designed. 

 

Ephesians 
To a young church needing a fuller knowledge of Christ Paul sent this call to Christian 
maturity. His letter to the Ephesians carries priceless truths about our new identity in 
Christ and our special calling in His body. 
This Bible study on the book of Ephesians explores the book's historical context purpose 
and meaning while teaching how to apply its powerful wisdom.  
 

Ephesians, A Double-Edged Bible Study 
This 12-week Bible study explores how Paul instructed the people of Ephesus to practice 
the skills of a God-fashioned life. Apply his words from the book of Ephesians to your 
own life. 
Personal study between meetings: 30-45 minutes with a Scripture memory verse.  
 

 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search?author=Elyse%20M.%20Fitzpatrick&detailed_search=1&action=Search
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Friends on the Journey, Encouraging and Equipping Women to Disciple Others 
This book equips you to invest your life in others who will in turn invest their lives in 
future generations.  Develop good habits for healthy discipleship by learning how to 
minister life-to-life and by relying on God's power and promises through prayer.  
Discover tools to effectively use the Bible as a resource in teaching others as well as 
disciple the emotionally wounded. With this book you will be empowered by God to 

minister to others for a lifetime resulting in generations of women on this journey of discipleship.  
 

Love Walked Among Us, Learning to Love Like Jesus 
Nowhere was the vitality of Jesus more visible than in His love--compassionate honest 
powerful humble and sacrificial.  Get to know Jesus observe His life and His love as they 
unfold in the gospel accounts of Matthew Mark Luke and John. 
Combined with author Paul Miller’s own life stories Love Walked Among Us will 
encourage you to imitate Jesus’ way of loving people in your relationships and 
community. Become more like Jesus and grow in your relationship with God. 

 

To Love with All Your Heart 
A topical Bible study To Love with All Your Heart presents the subject of salvation in a 
way that will give you a deep and lasting appreciation for the process of repentance and 
sanctification. 
To Love with All Your Heart focuses on helping you grow in Christian character and 
maturity. Each chapter provides the necessary skills for long-term spiritual growth. 
Through compelling questions and in-depth study methods you will begin to understand 

how salvation can become an active reality in your day-to-day life. 
 

Becoming a Woman Who Loves 
Jesus loved unconditionally passionately and sacrificially. How can we possibly love as 
He did? And what does such love look like? 
Becoming a Woman Who Loves by Navigator author Cynthia Heald is a topical Bible 
study that explores the incredible nature of Christlike love. Discover how to be sure 
such beautiful love resides deep within your soul and how to let it flow more freely to 
others as you become more like Jesus. 

 

Love as Jesus Loved: Transformed Relationships (Experience the Life) by Bill Hull 
The love that flows from your life is a reflection of your Christlike character. But what 

does that love look like?  Love as Jesus Loved, the third book in the Experience the Life 

Bible study series, teaches that from an environment of grace, you can truly grow in 

love and transform your relationships with others.  By cultivating trust in your 

relationships, practicing the character of humility, and submitting yourself to God, you 

can learn to love as Jesus loved. 
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A Walk Thru the Book of Ephesians: Real Power for Daily LifeTake your small group on 
an eye-opening tour through the rich book of Ephesians. 
One of Asia Minor's most influential cities, Ephesus was awash with paganism, 
occultism, and materialism. Sound familiar?  With this Walk Thru the Bible discussion 
guide, the members of your group will revisit dramatic public events and supernatural 
power struggles endured by our Christian ancestors. They will emerge with a better 
grasp of foundational truths about spiritual darkness, redemption, right relationships, 

and godly living in today's world.  8 Lessons include: 
 Informative background information on Scriptures and topics for each session  
 Stimulating questions to help identify and apply biblical truths to daily life  
 Case studies to energize group dialogue  
 Tips for using the guide  
 Preparation & application notes for leaders  
 Source list for more information.  

Life Lessons: Ephesians 
Twelve lessons on Ephesians which include intriguing questions, inspirational 
storytelling, profound reflections, and space for jounaling.   The letter to the Ephesians 
celebrates the beauty of the Church—the Bride of Christ, and gives us basic overviews 
of a Christian life. 

 

Seated: Living from Our Position in Christ 
Too many Christians go through life unaware of the riches we have in Christ. 
Discovering these blessings is the first step to living them out in daily life. Written for 
women, this Bible study of Ephesians will help you and your group explore who God 
created you to be, how you can have relationships filled with the Holy Spirit, and what 
you can do to take charge of your thoughts and emotions. 9 sessions. 
 

 

Loving Well by Beth Moore 

Four heart-to-heart messages designed to help women 

embrace the biblical mandate to love and to develop skills for 

loving others. Great for a weekend retreat or anytime you 

need a four-session women's Bible study...some people are a 

joy to love, some are difficult to love, and how we all deal with some people who are humanly 

impossible to love. In all of those relationships one truth endures: We will never be able to love others 

well until we have been loved well. And only God can ultimately give us the complete love we so 

desperately need. 
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Sacred Secrets- New Bible Study from Beth Moore 
Jesus wants to spend secret time with you—an interior 
relationship that's unique to just you two. Sacred Secrets is 
the new 6-session study from Beth Moore that explores 
the theology of secrets. Secrets can be good or harmful. 

Some need forgiveness, and some should be kept between you and God. While Sacred Secrets is lighter 
than Beth's typical Bible studies, it does not lack richness or quality. Discussion potential abounds 
without any expectation of revealing personal, private information. Join Beth to find out what happens 
when we let God teach us "wisdom in the secret heart" (Psalm 51:6, ESV). The Small Group Kit contains 
2 DVDs of teaching and 5 Study Journals. Each Study Journal contains 6 weeks of interactive material 
and leader material. 
 

Can We Talk?: Soul-Stirring Conversations with God 
Can We Talk? Soul-stirring Conversations with God - Member Book by Priscilla Shirer 
provides a personal study experience for this women's Bible study that delivers familiar 
spiritual disciplines through a fresh, new method of teaching. The Member Book 
includes an introduction, followed by 6 weeks of study, 5 days a week. As women 
respond to a variety of biblical passages, prompted by thought-provoking questions, 
they'll develop a Christ-focused view on important issues and experience a closer walk 

with their Creator. (7 sessions)  4 Step Approach Pore & Paraphrase; Pull Out; Pose; and Plan & Pin 
provide a way to thoroughly examine each Scripture passage. This method allows the reader to find the 
key principles in each Scripture and then relate them to a broad topic, while using the passage to reflect 
on her own walk with the Father. 
 

Malachi: A Love That Never Lets Go - Member Book is an 8 session women's Bible 
study on the book of Malachi. Lisa Harper's first video Bible study with LifeWay focuses 
on God's mercy. On our worst day, God doesn't walk away from us. And His love for us 
is not determined by our performance. No matter how many times we mess up, God 
loves (and never leaves) broken people. "I the LORD do not change" Malachi 3:6 
Women taking this Bible study will gain a fresh perspective on the Book of Malachi. It is 
more than a book in the Bible about tithing. Lisa brings the Scripture to life through 

dynamic storytelling. 
Sessions: 

 When Your Tara's Trashed and Your Dog Is Dead (Study Background & Introduction) 
 God's Definitive Declaration of Affection (Malachi 1: 2-5) 
 Going Big or Going Home (Malachi 1:6-14) 
 Our Creator is a Committed Family Man (Malachi 2:10-16) 
 When Divine Grace Masquerades as Discipline (Malachi 2:17-3:6) 
 God's Miraculous Return on Our Meager Investments (Malachi 3:6-12) 
 The Promise of Pirouetting Livestock (Malachi 3:13-4:6) 
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Why Do You Believe That? A Faith Conversation - Member Book provides a personal 
study experience for this video-driven women's Bible study to equip women to have 
meaningful spiritual conversations. 
How confident do you feel in talking about matters of faith? Do you wish you could 
express your beliefs with more effectiveness? Join Mary Jo in a practical seven-session 
study and gain understanding and skill to share Jesus effectively with others, and you'll 

better understand your own faith. Answer your doubts, build your confidence, and start changing lives. 
Participants who take this Bible Study will: 

 Become equipped to share their faith and defend their faith conversationally with friends and 
neighbors 

 Feel more confident in their faith and knowing what they believe 
 Feel comfortable representing Christ to someone who doesn't believe 
 Take the mystery and fear out of sharing their faith 

 Gain education, build a firm foundation, and be practically equipped 

Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering - Leader Kit by Mary Jo Sharp 
examines the Book of 1 Peter and offers the needed understanding of what a resilient 
faith looks like and how we can stand strong regardless of what comes at us. For so 
many of us faith is an "easy" thing. We go to church, we read the Bible, and we love 
Jesus. But what happens when our comfortable world is turned upside down? For too 
many of us it shakes our faith to the very foundation. This six-session study is needed 

because we all face—or will face—difficult times when we need to stand firm in our Christ-centered 
faith.   Leader Kit includes Group Member Book and DVD-ROM with Bible commentary, short videos 
from the author providing biblical insights, and other helps to enhance the group experience. Purchase 
one for each leader. Use with Bible Studies for Life: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of 
Suffering Group Member Book. This release is part of the Bible Studies for Life™ small group series, 
equipping you to understand how faith impacts your family, your career, and your struggles. And all the 
while challenges you to live out your faith, right where you are. 
Kit Includes:  

 Group Member Book 
 DVD-ROM with Bible commentary, short videos from the author providing biblical insights, and 

more to enhance the group experience 

The Ever After - Leader Kit contains 2 DVDs with 6 sessions of video teaching and 5 weeks 
of homework, a message to leaders, a promo video, and bonus features. Videos average 
20 minutes in length. Most women grow up on a steady diet of fairy tales and chick flicks 
that drive our dreams and leave us with a sugarcoated version of reality. The truth is, 
marriage and motherhood are hard. And no matter how much we give or how hard we 
try, we may never feel like it's enough. The Ever After Bible study addresses the 

difficulties and blessings of marriage and motherhood. Poignant, funny, and even cathartic, Vicki shares 
mistakes made, lessons learned, and memories to keep. Most of all, she reflects the hope that Christ 
meets us wherever we are in the journey and that He alone is the answer to the happily ever after we 
long for. 
 


