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Scriptura Bellatores
(Scripture Warriors)

!

We are women who have been rescued, saved, and set free by the truth, love,
mercy, and grace of God and Jesus Christ our Savior. We have seen and
experienced different trials and darkness in our lives. We remember who we
were before God rescued us forever changing our lives. Our hearts are full of
gratitude, awe, love, and worship for our King Jesus! It is now our passion to
share His love and truth and to shine His life giving Light in this dark and dying
world. In His Word one finds Life. May He give us eyes to see and minds to
comprehend the marvelous truth He has for us!

!

“ All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to
do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:161

!

“I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from
them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.Then they will follow my decrees
and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God. Ezekiel
11:19-20

!

“ Teach me your ways, O LORD, that I may live according to your truth! Grant me

!

purity of heart, so that I may honor you.” Psalm 86:11

Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that you do not alter
the wording in any way and do not charge a fee.
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!

How is this Bible study
organized….!

Each week we will study a passage from the book of James. Our large group teaching time will
focus on the passage of the week, exhorting us to “be the change we want to see.” Our small
groups will interact with the passage, working out practically what God inspired James to tell us. !
This study booklet contains!
• background information to help you understand the setting and history of James, !
• selected proverbs from God’s Word to memorize!
• a place for you to hand-write James in the translation of your choice (add notebook
paper as needed),!
• questions about the passage to help make James a part of your thinking and daily
decision making,!
• a prayer to pray … and room to you to write your own prayer.!
We strongly encourage you to answer all the questions and “dig” as deep as possible. Only then
will you see true change and get a deeper understanding of God. We have found in our personal
walks that true peace comes from time spent in His Word – figuratively: at His feet.!
Basic level: This is the very minimum you should be doing each week. Read the passage
and answer two questions that are tied in to your personal hopes and goals.!

!
Dig deeper: These questions will help you investigate further into Scripture and go
beyond the surface.!
!

Dig even deeper: Sweet sisters, strive each week to complete this section. Break down
your week by taking the time to answer two questions each day, and you will be there. Believe
me you will never, NEVER regret making His Word a priority in your life. I can also guarantee
you that when you take the time first thing in the day to read and study His Word, the rest of
your day will go much more smoothly.!

!“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old
has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) When you start
removing unwanted thoughts and behavior from your life, you are
creating a void. Fill that void with Scripture. Scripture memorization is
crucial to growth and change. Read the article by John Piper
regarding this topic in appendix A.

!

Bonus: Let us memorize James! I know I can hear you because my
flesh is saying the same…. “I cannot memorize scripture,” !
“This is not for me,”
“I will never be able to do it,” !
“I simply do not have the time,”
“Insert your own excuse here.” !

!

Jesus warned us about this when he said that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak” (Matthew 26:41). !

!
!

So no more excuses, let’s memorize together!! !

2

Commit to the LORD whatever
you do, and He will establish
your plans. Proverbs 16:3!
!!
M. Scott Peck writes that “commitment—the determination to faithfully perform our vows,

promises and responsibilities—is essential in all successful relationships: "Commitment is the
foundation, the bedrock of any genuinely loving relationship" (The Road Less Traveled, p. 140).
What does the Bible say about our commitments?

!1. Being faithful even in our small commitments is as important as training for bigger
responsibilities.
!"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is
unjust also in much" (Luke 16:10).
!2. Being a Christian is a total, full-time commitment.
!"But Jesus said to him, 'No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God'" (Luke 9:62).
!3. God has an unshakable commitment to us.
!"Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He
Himself has said, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you'" (Hebrews 13:5).
!
!I _____________ commit to studying the book of James for the next 10 weeks.
!Sign
Date
!!
!!
!
!
As I study the scriptures I will keep the following questions in the back of my mind.
!What is my most pressing prayer request right now.
!!
!What question(s) do I have for God.
!
!
3

!

WEEK 1 INTRODUCTION!

!there is a lot of good information in this introduction. Do refer to this throughout the study as a

tool to better understand the world of James and the world of the people this letter was written
to. Just like any good book study, understanding the characters and the setting is key to getting
the most of the writing.

!

Welcome to the very first letter written to followers of Christ Jesus!

!!
John’s 5 books
were written within
the years spanning
~AD 85-98.

!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!

!!
!!
!!
!!

Don’t under-esteem James, the
author!

!

True, we feel we know Peter and
John very well from reading
about them in the Gospels …

Don’t let James, the book, be over-shadowed by the
prolific writings of other New Testament authors!

… and there is so much written
both by and about Paul that he
looms in our minds as the great
apostle.
Yet if you had lived with the early
Christians, James, not Paul,
emerges as the great leader of the
church. Hence James has no
need to introduce himself with a
title in his letter – for all recipients
know very well who he is.

Paul’s 13 books
were written within
the years spanning
~AD 50-67.

!

!

!
!
!

Let’s get to know him and his world, too!

The above statistics are based on
the "Analytical Greek New Testament" (AGNT) as provided by the "Bibloi" program from Silver Mountain Software

4

James, the Lord’s brother Galatians 1:19!

!

Matthew 13:54-56 ESV
Coming to his hometown [Jesus] taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said,
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the [tektón*]'s son? Is not his
mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all
his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him.

Jesus’ hometown was Nazareth, a village of a few hundred
inhabitants. “Although we may picture Nazareth as a rural,
out-of-the-way retreat from the world, it was not. A main
branch of the Via Maris, the world’s international trade route
that linked Egypt with Rome and the empires to the east,
passed nearby. A mere three miles north of Nazareth, Herod
Antipas built Sepphoris to be the administrative capital of his
kingdom.”2
In accordance with custom Joseph, the craftsman [tektón]3,
most likely taught his trade to Jesus, the child conceived by
the Holy Spirit4 and his half-brothers, the oldest of which is
our author James. When Matthew records the village taking
offense at Jesus, include James with them.

The Greek word “tekton” which is usually
translated as “carpenter,” actually means
“a craftsman who builds.” Although we
typically picture Jesus as a carpenter who
worked with wood, the building materials of
Israel were primarily rocks and cut stones.
So Jesus probably worked more as a
stonemason than he did with wood. In
fact, Jesus may have helped construct
building in Sepphoris, most of which were
made of local limestone and imported

!This does NOT mean James was an unfaithful Jew. All indications point to a very faithful family,
carefully following all God asked:
• Exactly keeping the covenant of circumcision.5
• Consecrating and redeeming the first-born, Jesus.6
• Traveling to Jerusalem for the post-birth purification of Mary. 7
• Traveling to Jerusalem three times every year as commanded. 8

!!
!!
!!
!!

Ray Vander Laan, Life & Ministry of the Messiah Discovery Guide (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2009), 189
2

3

Ibid., 189, 190

4

Matthew 1:18 ESV Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed ! to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit.
5

Genesis 17:9-14; Luke 2:21-24

6

Exodus 13:2,13; Luke 2:21-24

7

Leviticus 12:1-8; Luke 2:21-24

8

Exodus 23:15-17; Luke 2:42; John 7:1-10

5

The relationship between James
and Jesus while they were
growing up must have been
good, for Luke tells us Jesus
increased “in favor with God and
man.” But when Jesus began
his ministry, James did not
believe in him (Luke 2:42-John
7:1-10). He scoffed at Jesus’
method of ministry; he went to
seize Jesus, saying Jesus was
out of his mind (Mark 3:20-21).
There is no record of James
being in the vicinity of Jesus at
his death, even though he was
probably in Jerusalem because
of the Passover. As Jesus is
dying, he asks John, his disciple,
to assume care for Mary, his
mother (John 19:27).

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!

But Jesus
does NOT
Return
rejection
For
rejection.

James:
Unbeliever
Scoffer
convinced Jesus is out of his mind

RISEN
victorious
from the
grave,
Jesus
James:
Radically changed … to the
point he himself is martyred for
his faith in Christ.

!!
!!
The night before Jesus died he said: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you.”

When you read James, you are reading words penned by a man who grew
up with God incarnate.

!

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!
6

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his son,

!born of woman, born under the Law, … Galatians 4:4

James was born a Jew, of the tribe of Judah. His name “James” is the Anglicized Greek form of the
Hebrew Ya’akov, or Jacob, the same name as that of the Hebrew patriarch who was the son of Isaac
and the grandson of Abraham. Indeed, when we consider EVERY name in James’ family is named
after famous Jews, we begin to get a feel for the deep roots of his Jewish heritage. And these deep
roots shape the themes, the word pictures, the inferences (can you hear the prayers and the Shema?
See Appendix B), the style of what we will read. Being “born under the Law” was a privilege. Those
born “under the Law” were the chosen people; the blessed people (See appendix D).

!

What genre of writing did James use?
•
First, the book of James is a letter – but not just any letter. The book of James takes on the
format of a Diaspora Letter - a circular letter sent by an acknowledged spiritual authority in
Judea to Jews living outside the land. Let your ear hear the reverberations of the salutation:
James, named after Jacob, the father of the 12 tribes of Israel, is writing the 12 tribes in the
Diaspora (the dispersion).
•
In many ways James has a lot in common with Jewish wisdom literature, such as Proverbs.
Themes like wealth, poverty, and the tongue recur – and there is a quick (and not always
smooth) movement from topic to topic. He includes short and choppy sayings, and even
refers to Proverbs 3:34 and 10:12. Yet he also pulls themes and direct quotes from the Torah
(5 books of law), the thunder of Nevi’im (the prophets), and the Psalms they sang. He speaks
familiarly of Abraham and Rahab from his family tree.

!!

The exile also brought synagogues squarely into the center of the lives of the Jews. The synagogue
became the pivot of each community, just as the temple at Jerusalem had been the center for the entire
nation. Yet as pivotal as the synagogue is, Jewish law sets building a synagogue at lowest priority level
:

!
!

1)
2)
3)
4)

Build a mikvah for purification.
Institute Jewish schooling for the children.
Establish a charity fund.
Build a synagogue

The Greek Hasmonean Dynasty (200 BC) forbade the public reading of Torah in order to dissipate
Jewish solidarity under their rule. So, instead of the weekly Torah portion, the clever Jewish leadership
instituted the weekly reading of a portion from the Nevi’im which contained ideas similar to the Torah
reading of that week. The Parashat, the weekly reading portion of the Torah and Nevi’im, is not found
by chapter and verse; it is found by the first unique word(s) of the Hebrew text. So if you say one word
– an entire passage of Scripture comes to the Jewish mind. Look at James 2:19 in a new light!

!

James assumed his letter would be read out loud … without being cut up into chapters and
verses, as indeed the Parashat is read out loud. The entire book takes about 15 minutes to
read aloud from beginning to end. Look at James 1:22 in a new light! Use Appendix E to read
it out loud.

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!

7

WEEK 2 ENDURE FAITHFULLY
UNTIL THE END.!
!!
!

Welcome to the second week study of the book of James! It’s
easy to say “we believe” or “I have faith in God”, but it’s quite
another thing to walk in belief and faith, especially during difficult
times. These ancient words were originally written to a group of
Jesus loving Jews who were scattered to foreign lands due to
intense persecution. Today, the message in James still brings
hope, instruction, wisdom, conviction, and can reveal hypocrisy.
It encourages followers of Christ to act out faith and to remain
steadfast in faith no matter what. Together lets walk by faith,
seek His wisdom, and persevere as one until that dawning day.!

!!
!!
!

!!

Memory Verse:
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Proverbs 1:7

!!
!Notes from the lesson:
!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!!
!!
!
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!
James 1:1-12 NLT

Bonus: Write out James 1:1-18 and memorize
it. (use the translation you are familiar with)

Greetings from James!

________________________________________

1 This letter is from James, a slave of God and of
the Lord Jesus Christ.!

________________________________________

!
!
!
!

I am writing to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish
believers scattered abroad.!
Greetings!!
Faith and Endurance!
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any
kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for
great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is
tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4
So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully
developed, you will be perfect and complete,
needing nothing.!

!

5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and
he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for
asking. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that your
faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person
with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of
the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 7
Such people should not expect to receive anything
from the Lord. 8 Their loyalty is divided between
God and the world, and they are unstable in
everything they do.!

!

9 Believers who are poor have something to boast
about, for God has honored them. 10 And those
who are rich should boast that God has humbled
them. They will fade away like a little flower in the
field. 11 The hot sun rises and the grass withers;
the little flower droops and falls, and its beauty
fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade
away with all of their achievements.!

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!

________________________________________
12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing
and temptation. Afterward they will receive the
________________________________________
crown of life that God has promised to those who
love him.

!!
!!

!!
9

!
!

Start each day in prayer.

Basic Level !

Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?

!!
• How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?
!!
!!
Dig Deeper!
!1) Examine James 1:2-4. Not if but when troubles comes, what is to be the attitude and

perspective of those who love God? Read Philippians 4:4-13. What does our attitude should
reflect. (Note: Paul wrote this letter from a prison cell) When one becomes “perfect” and
“complete” through true steadfastness of faith, they are found wanting nothing, content and
satisfied in Christ alone.

!!
!!
2) Describe the double-minded person who wavers back and forth in their faith? (James 1:7-8)
!!
!!
!

Can you relate to having a divided heart between the things and ways of this world and the
calling of God’s Kingdom? See what Psalm 119:113 and James 4:8 have to say. Read Psalm
86:11 out loud and make it your prayer.

3) James 1:12 says, “God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptations.
Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God promised to those who love him.” (ESV)
The Bible is clear that God loves each of us deeply, but how many of us love Him? Look up 1
Peter 5:4 and Revelation 2:10. What is given to those who motivated by love and are steadfast
in faith?

!!
!!
Dig even deeper!
!1) Patience. Some cringe when they hear that word. Some intentionally do not pray for patience

because they know that patience is often grown through trials. There is not a magic wand
that miraculously grants patience. It is a refining process that brings about a depth of
character, a perseverance that waits, and a love that is established by His grace and power
alone. In James 1:3 the KJV says, “...the trying of your faith worketh patience.” The Greek
word for patience in this passage is hypomonē. It means “steadfastness, constancy,

10

endurance”. A steadfast waiting for. It is a patient enduring, sustaining perseverance. In the
NT it is the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his
loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trails and sufferings. (Blue letter Bible
Concordance) What has been your biggest challenge with being patient? Are you praying
and asking God to continue in growing you in your faith? Take time to meditate on scriptures
concerning patience and waiting (there are hundreds!). Here are just a few to get you started:
Psalm 62:1; Isaiah 40:31; Luke 8:15, 21:19, Hebrews 10:36, 12:1; James 5:11; 2 Peter 1:6.

!!
!!
2) Look up Job 28:28, Psalm 111:13 and Proverbs 15:33. What is wisdom according to the
Word of God? Do a word study and see what other cross references you find. Go to
blueletterbible.com or biblegateway.com if your concordance is limited.

!!
!!
2) James 1:16-18 passionately reminds the people of God who HE truly is and who they truly
!!
!!
!!
!!

are in Him. Read over this passage one more time and write down all the descriptions of God
and who we are. How you can apply these to your daily life?

Prayer!

Use this template to write out your own prayer.
Our Father in Heaven,
Holy holy holy are You! You are the center of the universe, not me. There is none like You. You
alone are glorious and worthy to be praised. Thank You for Your Word, Your presence, and
Your steadfast love. Reveal any hypocrisy in my life and teach me Your wisdom and ways. Give
me an undivided heart for You. May I be found steadfast and faithful no matter what comes. I
love You with all that I am. I ask these things in Jesus name and to Your great glory. Amen.

!____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!!
!
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WEEK 3 HEARING AND DOING
THE WORD !
I am very blessed to count in my circle of friends several
women who are very devout Christians. They are models of
womanhood. They are soft spoken, gentle, and always kind,
always DOING. Being in their presence for any length of time
leaves no doubt that they love Jesus, have heard His words,
and are going about doing His business. Being with them can
also leave we regular women feeling, well, lacking. In this
week’s passage, James is reminding the church that we need
to be not just hearers of His word, but also to be doing the
things that we know the Bible tells us to do. He tells us that if
we look “intently at the perfect law,” (v.25) that we will be
“blessed in what we do.” The verb there, do, implies action!
What do you do? If you are like most, you do, do, do ALL day
long! James is concerned that we make sure that the things we
do be done to glorify God. Yes, even changing diapers can be
done for His glory when it is in the service of another. !
Now, getting back to those Christian “Super Women.” Do you know someone like this?
Do you leave the presence of someone like this feeling inspired, or deflated? Let me
encourage you today, dear sister, with these thoughts: Every woman of God is precious
to Him, and those of us who have been called by Him are going to serve Him daily. You
are serving Him right now! By reading your Bible and doing this study, you are hearing
His word, and you are going to do His word when you get up from your quiet spot and
go serve your family, or get groceries, or pick up the laundry, or cut the grass, or
bandage that scraped knee, or tell your husband one more time where the remote is.
God bless you, dear sister, as you serve Him daily, hearing and doing His word! !

!

Memory Verse:
Commit your works to the LORD And your plans will be established. Proverbs 16:3
Notes from the lesson:

!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
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James 1:19-27 NASB

Bonus: Write out James 1:19-27 and
memorize it. (use the translation you are
familiar with)

19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But
everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and
slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not
achieve the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore,
putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of
wickedness, in humility receive the word
implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But
prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he
is like a man who looks at his [d]natural face in a
mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and
gone away, he has immediately forgotten what
kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks
intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer
but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in
what he does.!

________________________________________

!

26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet
does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own
heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 27 Pure and
undefiled religion in the sight of our God and
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the
world.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
Start each day in prayer.

Basic Level !

!Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?

!

• How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?

!
!

!1.
!
!
!
!

Dig Deeper!
Read Proverbs 10:19 along with James 1:19. If sin is ended with a prudent tongue, why are
there so many people who want the last word in an argument? What is the root of talking too
much, in your opinion?

2. Read Matthew 5:22. If the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God, what
does it achieve?

!
!
!
!

3. Read Matthew 7:24. Who will we be like if we hear His words and apply/do them?

!
!
!
!
!
!
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!1.

Dig Even Deeper!
Look again at James 1:25. Do a study of the word effectual.

EFFECT; EFFECTUAL - e-fekt', e-fek'-tu-al: In the Old Testament, the Revised Version (British and
American) renders "fulfilment" for "effect" in Ezek 12:23 (Hebrew dabhar, "matter"); and in Jer 48:30 "His
boastings have wrought nothing" for the vaguer "His lies shall not so effect" of the King James Version. In
the King James Version of the New Testament, "make of none effect" occurs repeatedly: as the
translation of Greek akuroo, "render void" (Mt 15:6; Mk 7:13); of katargeo, "annul" (Rom 3:3 (the King
James Version "make without effect"); Rom 4:14; Gal 3:17); and of kenoo, "make empty" (1 Cor 1:17). the
Revised Version (British and American) renders "make of none effect" in Rom 3:3; Gal 3:17; "make void"
in the other cases, with no apparent reason for the lack of uniformity. Greek energeo is the opposite in
meaning of katargeo above. Its derivative energes, "effective," is rendered "effectual" by English Versions
of the Bible in 1 Cor 16:9; Philem 1:6. the Revised Version (British and American) dispenses with
"effectual," "effectually," in the other cases where the King James Version has used these words as
auxiliary in the translation of energeo or of energeia, "working" (2 Cor 1:6; Gal 2:8; Eph 3:7; 4:16; 1 Thess
2:13; Jas 5:16).9

You can also look it up here: http://www.dmm.org/wstudyGrekJam5_16fervent.html
2. What does James 1:27 say is “undefiled religion”. Read Psalm 146:9, Isaiah 1:17, and Job
31:16. What else does the Word have to say about the treatment of orphans and widows? !

!
!
!
!
!

Prayer!

Use this template to write out your own prayer
Abba Father, You are Holy and precious. We thank you for your wonderful word and the ability it
has to convict and to encourage. When we fail you, we ask forgiveness. And in these moments
as we reflect on what You have for us in this passage, I pray that we are encouraged to hear it,
then go and DO! We love and praise You, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

9

http://classic.net.bible.org/dictionary.php?word=Effectual
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WEEK 4 THE SIN OF
PARTIALITY!
!
This week we explore James and the sin of partiality. James
addresses this in Greek as prosōpolēpsia, which Strongs10
defines as: !
1.respect of persons!
2.partiality!
3.the fault of one who when called on to give judgment has
respect of the outward circumstances of man and not to their
intrinsic merits, and so prefers, as the more worthy, one who is
rich, high born, or powerful, to another who does not have these !
As you work through these 13 verses, you will study what
partiality is and why being impartial is so critical to spiritual living.!
Many pastors and psychologists have studied the difference in
treatment of individuals who make less money, are less formally
educated, or do not have homes. The results are always the
same…many are impartial, and give money, food, aid. But most
are not. Consider what this means for our society as a whole.!
Our desire should be to be rich in faith, not money. Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy.!

!!
!

Memory Verse:
“These are also sayings of the wise. Partiality in judging is not good.” Proverbs 24:23

!!
Notes from the lesson:
!!

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
10

http://biblehub.com/strongs.htm
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James 2:1-13 NIV

Bonus: Write out James 2:1-13 and memorize
it. (use the translation you are familiar with)

1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 2
Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing
a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in
filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes
and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to
the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor
by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not
God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the
world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom
he promised to those who love him? 6 But if you
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are
exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are
dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones
who are blaspheming the noble name of him to
whom you belong? !
8 If you really keep the royal law found in
Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you
are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you
sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all
of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit
adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you
do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you
have become a lawbreaker.!
12 Speak and act as those who are going to be
judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because
judgement without mercy will be shown to anyone
who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over
judgement.

________________________________________

!

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!
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Start each day in prayer.

!
!!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Basic Level !
Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?

•

How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?

Dig Deeper!
1. Does God show favoritism?

2. How did Jesus not show favoritism?

3. What is James’ point in verses 6-7?

4. Read Galatians 5:1, Psalm 72:13-14, Matthew 9:36. How do these connect with James
2:12? When you read these, what do they make clear for you?

5. If a person has no mercy towards others, what does this
show about his heart? If a person does show mercy
towards others, what does this show about his heart?
How are showing mercy and being impartial linked?

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
11

Dig Even Deeper!
1. Conduct a word study on the word “partiality.” Is not
being partial a choice? A suggestion from God? 11

FAVORITISM.!
Instances of!
Jacob, for Rachel, Gen. 29:30, 34.!
Elkanah, for Haah, 1 Sam. 1:4, 5.!
Rebekah, for Jacob, Gen. 27:6-17.!
Jacob, for Joseph, Gen. 37:3, 4.!
Joseph, for Benjamin, Gen. 43:34.!
Forbidden in parents, Deut. 21:15-17.

Partiality [NAVE]!
PARTIALITY!
Among brethren forbidden, 1 Tim. 5:21.!
Of parents for particular children, See:
Parents.!
Its effect on other children, Gen. 37:4.!

http://classic.net.bible.org/dictionary
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!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!!

2. Is favoritism something we see often in our society? Why do people show favoritism?
Read James 1:27 again and see if this helps spur some motives in showing favoritism.

3. In what ways might believers show favoritism today in the church? How about out of the
church?
4. What is Scripture's royal/sovereign law? Why is this called the royal law?
5. Is showing partiality really a big deal?

6. Check out Matthew 22:36-40 and Luke 10:25-37. Any similarities? The Hebrew word
“ve’ahavta” is found in the Torah; it means “and you should love.” The word is taken from
the line “ve’ahavta lere’acha kamocha” which, traditionally translated means “and you
should love your friend as you love yourself.” Read Leviticus 19:18. What does it say?

7. Is it possible to break just one part of the law? Have we all broken a part of the law? If
so, is there any hope?

8. What can memorizing verse 12 do in helping when we are tempted to show partiality?
How can you grow in this area?

Prayer!

!Use this template to write out your own prayer
God, Elohim. You are our creator, our judge. We break portions of your law daily, consequently
breaking your whole law. In being merciful, I obtain mercy. Lord, help me…

!

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!!
!!
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!

WEEK 5 REAL FAITH
“WORKS”!
!

!

Our works do not convince God that we are righteous. Salvation
comes by the work of Jesus Christ alone and God has declared us
righteous through His work. But our works should convince us and
others that the faith He has given us is real. We are saved to do
good works, not by good works. (Eph 2:10) This passage reminds
us that words alone mean nothing and merely professing to know
God proves nothing.!

!

Knowing God intimately should affects our lives. James says that
mere intellectual assent or cerebral acknowledgement is not real
faith and does not save. Faith that does save is evidenced in a
heart whose actions show love. He asks throughout this passage,
“What is faith without action?” !

!

One of the most basic observations James makes is that real faith
reflects the love of Christ. Love cannot just give words to the poor and hungry. Faith in
Jesus will evidence itself by feeding and clothing them. In other words, if we claim to
have genuine faith in God, we will care for the poor, clothe the naked, and feed the
hungry.!

!!

Memory Verse:
“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do
so.
Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give it’ when you have it
with you.” Proverbs 3:27-28 (NKJV)

!!
Notes from the lesson:
!!

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
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!
!!
!
James 2:14-26 NKJV

Bonus: Write out James 2:14-26 and
memorize it. (use the translation you are
familiar with)

14

________________________________________

What does it profit, my brethren, if someone
says he has faith but does not have works?
Can faith save him?
naked and destitute of daily food,
of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be
warmed and filled,” but you do not give them
the things which are needed for the body,
what does it profit?
if it does not have works, is dead.
someone will say, “You have faith, and I have
works.” Show me your faith without your
works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.
You do well. Even the demons believe—and
tremble!
man, that faith without works is dead?
not Abraham our father justified by works
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?
22 Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect?
which says, “Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him for righteousness.” And
he was called the friend of God.
then that a man is justified by works, and not
by faith only.
harlot also justified by works when she
received the messengers and sent them out
another way?
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead
also.”

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Start each day in prayer.

Basic Level !

!Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?
!!
• How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?
!!
!!
!
!
!!
!
!!
!!

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!

Dig Deeper!
1. Read James 2:14-15. What are some ways we live as if there is a division between faith
and works today?
(i.e., we talk in Sunday school about the goodness of helping the hurting but we don’t
reach out to help hurting families in our neighborhoods)

How might we “justify” some of these actions to God (in our minds)?

2. How could someone believe true things about God and yet not have a genuine faith?
Read Acts 8:14-25
What is the evidence that Simon may not have had genuine faith?

!!
!!
!

3. How does James 2:20 relate to James 1:22?

4. James asks this question about Abraham. “Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?” James 2:21-22
What evidence showed that Abraham believed what God had told him?
Read Genesis 15:1-6 and Genesis 22:1-19

22

!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!

How was Rahab justified by her works? (James 2:25)
Read Joshua 2:1-2
5. What inspires your faith in God? How should that faith overflow to serving others? Why?

Dig Even Deeper!

!At first glance, Paul and James seem to contradict each other in their understanding of works.
•
•

In Romans 3:28, Paul says, “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart
from the deeds of the law.” and also in Galatians 2:16.
James 2:24 says, “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.”

!Why are these two thoughts both true and necessary to each other?
!!
!How should both of these truths produce faith that “works”?
!!
!
Prayer!

Use this template to write out your own prayer

!One simple, biblical and practical way to structure your prayers is “A.C.T.S.” (adoration,
confession, thanksgiving and supplication). You could apply these in this way…
“Father, You are full of justice and grace. I praise You for being completely holy. I know You
cannot tolerate any sin at all. Yet You sent Your own Son to die in the place of sinners like me
so that we can be justified through our faith in Jesus’ death. Father, I confess that I am not
worthy of Your love and Jesus’ great sacrifice. So I thank You for doing what I could not –
declaring me clean so I can come to You with everything. I pray, too, that You would give even
more grace so I can do the works that You’ve put before me. Keep me close to You and remind
me of Your good commands and promises. I put all these prayers before You in Jesus’ name.
Amen.”
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 6 LET’S PRACTICE
SOME OPSEC!

!!
!!
Lord, make my words as sweet as honey, for tomorrow I may have
to eat them! Anonymous

Isn’t that the truth….. I cannot recall the number of times I have
said something and regretted it almost instantly. An Arabian
proverbs says that spoken words reign over you but you reign
over unspoken words. This week’s study will make you evaluate
the strongest yet one of the smallest tool God has given us. Do
not skip over the tough questions. Remember that you are striving
to be the change that you want to see. !

!!

!!

Memory Verse:
“The plan of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord.” Proverbs
16:1

!!
!Notes from the lesson:
!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!
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James 3:1-12 ESV

Bonus: Write out James 3:1-12 and memorize
it. (use the translation you are familiar with)

1 Not many of you should become teachers, my
brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. 2 For we all stumble
in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to
bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the
mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide
their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships
also: though they are so large and are driven by
strong winds, they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
great things.!

________________________________________

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small
fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire
the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.7
For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by
mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9
With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it
we curse people who are made in the likeness of
God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be
so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig
tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine
produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh
water.

________________________________________

!

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
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!

Start each day in prayer.

Basic Level!

!Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?
! How does this apply to my life and/or struggles right now?
•
!!
!
Dig Deeper!

!James tells us that “not many of us should become teachers” (James 3:1)
Read Matthew 23:8-10 and answer the following questions:
3. Whom is Jesus talking to?

!!
!4.
!!
!!
5.
!!
!!
6.

How many teachers do we have?

Who is he?

What are the Pharisees doing wrong?
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2
Timothy 3:16-17. Read Romans 2:20-21 and answer the following question:
1. Are you reading the Bible to give advice to people around you or are you reading it to better
yourself? (Be honest, this is between you and God)

!!
!!
Dig Even Deeper!
!Who can say, “I have kept my heart pure;

I am clean and without sin”? Proverbs 20:9
Read Ecclesiastes 7:20 and Romans 3:23 and answer the following questions:
1. Is anyone perfect?

!!
!2.

James says that “he who controls the tongue is perfect” (James 3:2). Will we ever be able to
control our tongue?

26

!Sweet friends the situation is not hopeless. No man can tame the tongue, yet it can be brought
under the power and control of the Holy Spirit! Rejoice in this!
!The word “stumble” in this passage of James is also translated as “offend”. It is the Greek word
πταιω ptaiō. This offense is not fatal but something that trips us in our walk with God.
!Jesus taught in Matthew 12:34-37 that a man’s words are a reliable revelation of his inner

character. What we say can indicate what we are. Ouch.
By your words you will be justified and by your words you will be condemned. Many years ago I
had my Sunday School students memorize Matthew 12:36. Every time they would get mouthy
(they were middle schoolers), I would remind them of the verse. Alas I needed that verse
tattooed on my heart just the same.

!A tree is known by its fruits. What fruits are you producing?
!!
!

Let your roots dig deep into the word of God. Surround yourself with His word, memorize it.
Then and then only will you be able to allow the Holy Spirit to control the tongue.

!!
!!
!!
!!
!

Prayer!

Use this template to write out your own prayer
Heavenly Father, I confess that I stumble in many ways but daily I stumble in what I say. Fill my
heart and mind with good and pure thoughts and feeling. When bad thoughts come my way, let
me replace them with the WHATEVERS from Philippians 4:8…….

!____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!!
!!
!
!
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!
!

WEEK 7 WHO IS WISE AMONG
YOU? EARTHLY VS
HEAVENLY WISDOM!
!
!
!

Last week we read and were reminded that our lives will bear
evidence of what we truly believe. Proverbs 14:2 says,
“Whoever walks in uprightness fears the Lord...” When we
honor, love, and follow the ways of God there will be clear
evidence in our lives. Just as a grape vine can only produce
grapes and a fig tree figs, in the same way the follower of Christ
will also produce very specific “fruit”. Let’s examine what they
are... !

!
!

!
!
!
!
!

Memory Verse:!
“The wisest of women builds her house, but folly with her own hands tears it down.”
Proverbs 14:1!

!
!
!Notes from the lesson:
!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
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James 3:13-15 NLT

Bonus: Write out James 3:13-15 and
memorize it. (use the translation you are
familiar with)

13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways,
prove it by living an honorable life, doing good
works with the humility that comes from wisdom.
14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is
selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the
truth with boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and
selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such
things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Start each day in prayer.

Basic!

Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?

! How does this apply to my life and/or struggles right now?
•
!
!
Dig Deeper!
!

1) Read through the passage and write down the character traits and “evidence” of the
person who walks in God’s wisdom. Pick one or two and see where else they are
found in the Bible. Then examine your life concerning the particular character trait.
For example, we are to be impartial. James went in to detail about this in James 2.
Do you and do we as a church reflect God’s heart to be impartial with people? !

!
!

2) Now take a moment to write down the traits and results of those not walking in the
wisdom from above. What is one word that could describe those not following the
wisdom of God? Any scriptures come to mind?!

!
!
!

3) Who is wise among you? Look around your family, church, community, and world. Is
there anyone that you know who walks in the wisdom from above? How would you
describe them? Maybe today you can send them an encouraging word and lift them
up in prayer.!

!
!
!
!

4) This is a good time to be still and seriously examine your own heart. It is not
uncommon for temptations to entice and lure God’s children away from Him. God has
given us all we need to live godly lives, but we must be alert, pro-active at times, and
obedient to His word not giving excuses for our actions. In 1 Peter 1:16 it says, “Be
holy for I the Lord your God am holy.”(1 Peter 1:13-25) We are called to not blend in
to our culture and look like everyone else, but to be “set apart”. Ask God to reveal
any ungodliness in you. Read James 1:21-22, 27;2:18, and 3:13 again. James is
calling the people of God to see the difference between saying you are a follower of
Christ and actually following Him. !

!
!
!
!
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!

!

Dig Even Deeper!

1) Do a word study on the word “meekness” found in James
3:13 and look up cross references (here are a few to get you
started Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:12; 1 Peter 3:15). What
is the opposite of being meek? How would others describe
you?!
!

!
!
!
!

2) What is selfish ambition? Read Jeremiah 17:9. Should we
follow our heart (our self)? Selfish ambition has “self” seated
on the throne. “Self” desires it’s own way, “self” doesn’t put the
needs of others as a priority, (Phil. 2:3), and “self” seeks it’s
own glory. How can or have people (or you) opened
themselves up to the influence of demonic forces in this area?
How can we guard our hearts and minds?!

Meekness (from Vines complete
expository dictionary)
In its use in scripture […] it has a
deeper significance […]. It consists
not in an outward behavior only […].
Rather it is an inwrought grace of the
soul; and the exercises of it are first
and chiefly towards God.

Peace Strongs #1515
There are more than 60
occurrences of that word in the
New Testament. The Greek word
used in James 3:17 is εἰρἠνη
ěirēnē. From a primary verb
meaning to join. In this passage it
denotes peaceful because it is
produced in communion with God
the Father through chastening.

!
!
!
!

3) “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you”, those were some of Jesus’ last words
in John 14:27. I am a child of God but when I watch the news I have a hard time
feeling this peace. When I kiss my husband goodbye before a deployment, I have a
hard time feeling this peace. When I let my child drive alone for the first time, peace
eludes me. What am I doing wrong? Read John 16:33 and James 3:17-18. Do you
see a parallel? Look at the word study. How can you get this peace promised by
Jesus and reiterated by James?!

!
!
!
!
!

Prayer!

Use this template to write out your own prayer

Heavenly Father, !
You are holy, holy, holy! Thank you for your wisdom that comes down from above.
Continue to reveal any ungodliness in our lives and lead us in the path of wisdom for
your great name sake. In Jesus name, Amen.!

!!
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WEEK 8 WARNING ABOUT
WORDLINESS
I can’t tell you how many times I have been in bible studies with a
group of ladies and have heard this, or something similar: “I wish so
and so would act more like a Christian. She is so mean (or petty, or
jealous, or hateful…fill in the blank).” Statements like those just
break my heart. If I confess my own truth, I have said that same
thing once or twice when trying to figure out the actions of a
professing Christian. What is wrong with us sometimes? It’s sad to
say, but many times we Christians get so caught up in being like the
world that we forget to be like Christ. Sometimes, it’s the call of the
things of the world, or the desire to be accepted by others that causes
us to act the way we do. And, as you might expect, the book of
James has a few cautions for us on this subject.
The first twelves verses of chapter four are called by many Bible
scholars “Things to Avoid.” It begins by talking about waging war
on each other, quarreling and conflicts, and before the verses are
done, it covers lusting, murdering, weeping and mourning, and
arguing. And, as the Bible does with regularity, it also tells us what
to do to survive and even thrive in the midst of these situations! Verse
four reminds us that friendship with the world is hostility towards God, and verse seven tells us
to submit to God and resist the Devil and he will flee from us. Chapter four goes on to remind us
that if we humble ourselves, we will be exalted, and finally, we are reminded to not speak against
one another, because God is the ultimate judge. If we can remember these things, we Christian
ladies can survive in the midst of a dying, fallen world. Not just survive, but thrive!

!

Memory Verse: Proverbs 14:12-There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.

!
Notes from the lesson:
!!

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
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James 4:1-12 NASB

Bonus: Write out James 4:1-12 and memorize
it. (use the translation you are familiar with)

1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts

________________________________________

among you? Is not the source your pleasures
that wage war in your members?
and do not have; so you commit murder. You
are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight
and quarrel. You do not have because you do
not ask.
you ask
spend
do you not know that friendship with the
world is hostility toward God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God.
think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose:
“He jealously desires the Spirit which He has
made to dwell in us”?
grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO
THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE
HUMBLE

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

the devil and he will flee from you.
near to God and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners;
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your
laughter be turned into mourning and your joy
to gloom.
of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

________________________________________

11 Do

________________________________________

not speak against one another, brethren.
He who speaks against a brother or judges his
brother, speaks against the law and judges the
law; but if you judge the law, you are not a
doer of the law but a judge
is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who
is able to save and to destroy; but who are you
who judge your neighbor?

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________!
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!!
!!
!
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Start each day in prayer.

!

Basic Level!

Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?

!
!
• How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?

!
!
!
!1.

Dig Deeper !
James starts this chapter by asking the following question; “what causes quarrels and
what causes fights among you?” According to James the reason is the passions at war
within us. Jesus warned us that we could not serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). Read 2

Timothy 2:14-1 and Titus 3:9-11. What are we to avoid in these passages, and why?

!
!
!
!
2. Jeremiah 2:2 recalls the devotion of Israel to God, at a time when Israel was young and fully
devoted. If you have ever read anything about the history of Israel you know that the
honeymoon was quickly over. Read James 4:4 and 1 John 2:1. What are we forfeiting if we
love the world? the Bible is filled with such warnings. Why is it that there are so many
passages about avoiding the world?

!
!
!
3. James tells us that “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Read 1 Peter 5:6.
Why humble ourselves? What is the gain? Read 1 Peter 5:6-11 for a better picture.

34

!
!
!
!
4. You are not alone. As a matter of fact you are never alone. Read Ephesians 6:11-24. What has
God provided for us to aid us in our times of trouble? What piece do you need the most right
now. Stop and pray.

!
!
Dig Even Deeper!
When Jesus walked the earth, adultery was punishable by death (Deuteronomy 22:22). The
prophets Jeremiah and Malachi referred to Israel as an adulterous people (Jeremiah 23:10 and
Malachi 3:5). When James calls his audience and adulterous people, they knew exactly what he
meant. Christ is our bridegroom and we are His bride. When we do not humble ourselves before
Him and follow the ways of this world we commit adultery. The sentence is death. The good
news is that it is NEVER too late.!

!

1. Read Job 5:11 (Bonus read Job 5 in its entirety for a better picture), Ezekiel 21:26 and Luke

1:52 (Bonus read Luke 1:46-55). How is God going to treat those who do not humble
themselves before Him?

!
!
2. Read Isaiah 33:22, Matthew 10:28 and James 5:9. Whom
are we to fear and tremble before? And why?

!
!
!
!
!

Correlating Verses for submit and
resist
Submit
1Sa 3:18; 2Sa 15:26; 2Ki
1:13-15; 2Ch 30:8; 2Ch 33:12,13; Job
1:21; Job 40:3-5; Job 42:1-6; Psa
32:3-5; Psa 66:3; Psa 68:30; Jer
13:18; Dan 4:25,32,34-37; Mat 11:29;
Act 9:6; Act 16:29-31; Act 26:19; Rom
10:3; Rom 14:11; Eph 5:21; Heb 12:9;
1Pe 2:13

!

Resist
Mat 4:3-11; Luk 4:2-13;
Eph 4:27; Eph 6:11,12; 1Pe 5:8,9; Rev
12:9-11

Do a word study on the words Submit and Resist.
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I am sure that many thoughts have come through your mind. Confess anything that is on your
heart right now. Trust in Jesus. He died for your sins and your guilt. Do not carry this burden
alone. Pray right now.

!
Prayer!

!Use this template to write out your own prayer
Abba Father, You are Holy and precious. We thank you for your wonderful word and we pray
that as we read and study your word that you would reveal to us our sin, and help us to ask
forgiveness so that we may grow and learn your Holy Spirit’s leadership. Help us to maintain our
courage was we go through this life You have given us, so that we may stand strong against the
things of the world that try to tempt us. We love You and Praise You in Jesus’ name, Amen.

!____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
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WEEK 9 BOASTING ABOUT
TOMORROW AND WARNING
TO THE RICH!
!!

John Calvin noted, “We read everywhere in the
Scriptures that the holy servants of God spoke
unconditionally of future things, when yet they had it as a
fixed principle in their minds that they could do nothing
without the permission of God.” As you explore this
week, focus on James’ advice he gives within the scope
of his reproof. Ask yourself, “What picture is James
painting for me as a 21st Century Christian?”!

!
!
Notes from the lesson:
!!

Memory Verse: !
“The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his
steps.” Proverbs 16:9!

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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James 4:13 - James 5:6 NIV

Bonus: Write out James 4:13-5:6 and
memorize it. (use the translation you are
familiar with)

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there,
carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you
do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a
little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you
ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and
do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your
arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If
anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do
and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.!

________________________________________

5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail
because of the misery that is coming on you. 2
Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten
your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded.
Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last
days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the
workers who mowed your fields are crying out
against you. The cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have
lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You
have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.
[a] 6 You have condemned and murdered the
innocent one, who was not opposing you.

________________________________________

!

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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!

Start each day in prayer.!

Basic Level!

!

Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:!
• What are the key concepts?!

!
!
• How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Dig Deeper!
1. What is James saying in verse 14?!

2. Do you know what will happen tomorrow? Who does? Does it make sense to plan on our
own?!

3. Where in James has he previously addressed the subject of wealth and pride? What is
his focus in those verses?!

4. Read John 2:15-17 and James 5-6. Is he opposed to business and profit?!

5. Kind David made plans to build a temple, but God told him not to do it. (1 Chronicles
28:2-3). These were plans to do a good thing that God actually wanted done—just not by
David. Have you ever made plans to do a good thing and were so wrapped up in your
own plan that you haven’t heard or wouldn’t have heard the voice of God speaking to
you?!

!

!
!
!
!
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!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Dig Even Deeper!
1. Read Hosea 13:1-3. What is James comparing to this Old Testament account? Why?
(Hint look at James 5:1-6)!

2. James 4:17 speaks of a sin different than boasting. What is it? What do Luke 12:47 and
John 9:41 say about this?!

3. In chapter 5, James is addressing a new audience. Who is this audience? What is his
tone? !

4. The Bible was relevant thousands of years ago and still is today. What is James’
message to us today? What would he say to our group of believers?!

5. What was Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount on the subject of wealth?
(Matthew 6:19-21)!

6. How can we help use our resources to do what is important to God? You may not have a
great deal of money; what resources can you use to serve?!

!

!
Prayer!

!Use this template to write out your own prayer
Heavenly Father, you are the author of my fate. I stray from your path. Help me humble myself
to serve you. Help me still myself to hear your voice guide me. Grow in me a conscious
dependence on you….!

!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 10 FROM HERE TO
ETERNITY!
Because of all the temptations and sins that James laid out in the previous
chapters, he now says "therefore". This is a connecting word. A word for
a new direction. And he points those in positions of power away from
focusing on self-gratification and those who are suffering from blaming
others, complaining, shrinking back, etc. He points them all to be patient
in their circumstances and pray. Oh that dreaded word. Who enjoys being
patient? James compares the goodness of being patient to the farmer's wait
for the "precious fruit of the earth". The farmer cannot make time go
faster. He has to endure until the end if he wants what is good. He points
out the perseverance of Job. Job didn't seem to be patient, but he
persevered and came to see God's goodness again. God is at work while
you wait, even in the midst of suffering. Do not grow weary or give up.

!

James also encourages us to pray. If you are suffering, petition God. If
you are happy or of good cheer, give thanks. If you are sick, call others to pray also. If you have
sinned, pray for forgiveness. Confess your sins one to another first, then pray for your brother.
All of us are in need of help and all of us are called to be helpers. Struggle with each other
through the tough circumstances so that you might restore your brothers and sisters to a right
relationship with the Lord.

!

Pray to your Father in Heaven who hears you and is able to heal you. It is similar to the
encouragement Paul give in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, " For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal."

!

Memory Verse: Proverbs 3:3-4!
“Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of
your heart, And so find favor and high esteem In the sight of God and man.”!

!Notes from the lesson:
!!
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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James 5: 7-20 NKJV

Bonus: Write out James 5:7-20 and memorize
it. (use the translation you are familiar with)

7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming
of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it
until it receives the early and latter rain.
be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord is at hand.
another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold,
the Judge is standing at the door!
take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the
Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.
11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You
have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the
end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very
compassionate and merciful.
brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by
earth or with any other oath. But let your “Yes” be
“Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into
judgment.

________________________________________

13 Is

________________________________________

anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is
anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord.
of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven.
and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much.
ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not
rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years
and six months.
heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

19

Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from
the truth, and someone turns him back,
know that he who turns a sinner from the error of
his way will save a soul
multitude of sins.

!
!
!
!
!
!
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Start each day in prayer.

!

Basic Level !

Read the scripture passage this week and answer the following questions:
• What are the key concepts?

!
!
• How does this apply to my life/struggles right now?
!
!
!
!

Dig Deeper!

1. Describe a time in your life when you wanted to give up on serving others (or someone
serving you).

!
!
!
2. What are good things that came from patience and prayer in some of those relationships?
!
!
!

3. Name some of the prophets who suffered while serving others in the name of the Lord and
how they suffered.

!
!
!
4. What were some of the specific blessings for their perseverance and patience?
!
!
!
!

5. Our Lord (and temptation and hardship in serving others) is still the same today. So, what
temptations can we expect? What trials? What can we expect from God if we persevere and
pray?

!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
!
!

Dig Even Deeper

1. Verses 17-18 are often misinterpreted to mean that "if we pray hard enough, God will give us
anything." Since the problem James addressed was their perceived self-worth (the powerful vs.
the poor), why did he describe Elijah as a man "just like us"?

!
!
!

2. James also used a seemingly impossible physical situation (a three year drought and a prayer
for rain) to motivate them to pray about the spiritual problem. Given the immediate context
before and after verses 17-18, for what seemingly impossible situations is James probably calling
them to pray?

!
!
!
3. How are the physical problems directly related to roots in spiritual problems?
!
!
!
Prayer!

Use this template to write out your own prayer

Ask for forgiveness for not trusting God and to restore your broken relationships. Ask Him to
give you wisdom in serving and love for His people, the needy and the powerful.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

!
!
!
!
!
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APPENDIX A JOHN PIPER ON
MEMORIZATION!

!So here are a few reasons why so many have viewed Scripture memorization as so essential to
the Christian life.
1. Conformity to Christ

!Paul wrote that “we all, . . . beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same

image from one degree of glory to another” (2 Corinthians 3:18)) If we would be changed into
Christ likeness we must steadily see him. This happens in the word. “The Lord revealed himself
to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord” (1 Samuel 3:21). Bible memorization has the effect
of making our gaze on Jesus steadier and clearer.
2. Daily Triumph over Sin

!“How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. . . . I have

stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:9, 11). Paul said
that we must “by the Spirit . . . put to death the [sinful] deeds of the body” (Romans 8:13). The
one piece of armor used to kill is the “sword of the Spirit” which is the word of God (Ephesians
6:17). As sin lures the body into sinful action, we call to mind a Christ-revealing word of
Scripture and slay the temptation with the superior worth and beauty of Christ over what sin
offers.
3. Daily Triumph over Satan

!When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness he recited Scripture from memory and put
Satan to flight (Matthew 4:1-11).
4. Comfort and Counsel for People You Love

!The times when people need you to give them comfort and counsel do not always coincide with

the times you have your Bible handy. Not only that, the very word of God spoken spontaneously
from your heart has unusual power. Proverbs 25:11 says, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of
gold in a setting of silver.” That is a beautiful way of saying, When the heart full of God’s love
can draw on the mind full of God’s word, timely blessings flow from the mouth.
5. Communicating the Gospel to Unbelievers

!Opportunities to share the gospel come when we do not have the Bible in hand. Actual verses of
the Bible have their own penetrating power. And when they come from our heart, as well as from
the Book, the witness is given that they are precious enough to learn. We should all be able to
sum up the gospel under four main headings (1) God’s holiness/law/glory; 2) man’s sin/
rebellion/disobedience; 3) Christ’s death for sinners; 4) the free gift of life by faith. Learn a verse
or two relating to each of these, and be ready in season and out of season to share them.
6. Communion with God in the Enjoyment of His Person and Ways

!The way we commune with (that is, fellowship with) God is by meditating on his attributes and
expressing to him our thanks and admiration and love, and seeking his help to live a life that
reflects the value of these attributes. Therefore, storing texts in our minds about God helps us
relate to him as he really is. For example, imagine being able to call this to mind through the
day:

! The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not

always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins,
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nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far
does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so
the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that
we are dust. (Psalm 103:8-14)

!I used the word “enjoyment” intentionally when I said, “communion with God in the enjoyment of
his person and ways.” Most of us are emotionally crippled—all of us, really. We do not
experience God in the fullness of our emotional potential. How will that change? One way is to
memorize the emotional expressions of the Bible and speak them to the Lord and to each other
until they become part of who we are. For example, in Psalm 103:1, we say, “Bless the Lord, O
my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!” That is not a natural expression for
many people. But if we memorize this and other emotional expressions from the Bible, and say
them often, asking the Lord to make the emotion real in our hearts, we can actually grow into
that emotion and expression. It will become part of who we are. We will be less emotionally
crippled and more able to render proper praise and thanks to God.

!There are other reasons for memorizing Scripture. I hope you find them in the actual practice.
!By John Piper. ©2014 Desiring God Foundation. Website: desiringGod.org
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!
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APPENDIX B THE SHEMA12!
!

Reciting the Shema
Keriat Shema Aleph: Deut. 6:4-9

Ãwym'Arm.Bi ~Alv' hf,[o
ÃWnyle[' ~Alv' hf,[]y: aWh
laer"f.yI lK' l[;w>

We first say:

!m'a/n< %l,mñ, lae

May He who makes peace in
His high places make peace for
us, and for all Israel.

El melekh ne'eman: God is a faithful King.

%l,m,l. hw"hy> hy"h'w>
aWhh; ~AYB; #r<a'h'-lK'-l[;
dx'a, Amv.W dx'a, hw"hy> hy<h.yI
"And the LORD will be king over all the
earth. On that day the LORD will be one
and his name one." (Zech. 14:9)

dx'a, hwhy Wnyhñel{a/ hwhy laer"f.yI [m;v.
Cover the eyes
with the right
hand:

Shema Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu1, Adonai echad2

HEAR, O ISRAEL: THE LORD IS OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE

This implies acceptance
of the yoke of heaven.

[ d[,w"

~l'A[l. AtWkl.m; dAbK. ~ve %WrB' ]

barukh shem kevod malkhuto le'olam va'ed

The oversized Ayin
and Dalet form the
word d[e, "witness."

Said in an undertone...
Pause briefly after reciting.

Blessed is the Name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever.
ve'ahavta et Adonai
Elohekha3 b'khol levavekha4
uvkhol nafshekha5 uvkhol
me'odekha6

^b÷.bñ'l.-lk'B. ^yhñ,l{a/ hwhy tae T'b.h;a'w>
`^dñ<aom.-lk'b.W ^v÷.p.nñ:-lk'b.W

You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all
your “muchness” (resources).

vehayu hadevarim ha'eleh
asher anokhi metzavekha
hayom al-levavekha7

ykinOa' rv,a] hL,añeh' ~yrIb'D÷>h; Wyh'w>
`^bñ,b'l.-l[; ~AYh ^W>÷c;m.

And these words that I
command you today shall be
on your heart.

ve'shinantam8 levanekha
vedibarta bam beshivtekha
b'vetekha uvlekhtekha
vaderekh uvshakhbekha9
uvkumekha

^T.÷b.viB. ~B' T'r>Bñ;dIw> ^yn<ñb'l. ~T'n>N:ñviw>
%r<Dñ<b; ^T.÷k.lñ,b.W ^t,ñybeB.
`^mñ,Wqb.W ^B.÷k.v'b.W

You shall impress them upon
your children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

ukshartam le'ot alyadekha10, vehayu le'totafot
bein enekha

^d<ñy"-l[; tAal. ~T'r>v;q.W
`^yn<ñy[e !yBe tpoj'jol. Wyh'w>

You shall bind them as a sign
on your hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between your
eyes.

`^yr<ñ['v.biW ^t,ñyBe tzOWzm.-l[; ~T'b.t;k.W

You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and
on your gates.

ukhtavtam al-mezuzot
betekha u'visharekha11

1

The Name hwhy represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"mi), as opposed to the Name ~yhil{a/, which represents God's justice and role as our Creator.
The seminal verse is an affirmation of the acceptance of God's sovereignty and our loyalty to God as His subjects. The word "hear" means "listen," "obey," "respond."
What is the proper kind of love for God? Loving others as yourself: ^AmK' ^[]rEl. T'b.h;a'w> ("You shall love your neighbor as yourself," Lev. 19:18).
4
The word "heart" is usually spelled with a single Vet. The double Vet is said to represent a double measure of love or a twofold love.
5
I.e., with the will and all your desires. With every breath we are obligated to thank the Creator.
6
I.e., with all your money (Berachot 54a, 61b, etc.). Me'od is related to middah, "measure," though some argue it means "much" (i.e., with all your "muchness").
7
I.e., by constant study and absorption of the truth of God's Torah and revelation. Study to show yourself approved. Pause between "hayom" and "al-levavekha."
8
The word means to "pierce sharply" or to impress sharply. The words of the Torah are to be "sharp" (i.e., familiar) in your mouth, not said with stammering.
9
The sages note this implies that the Shema should be recited twice daily: in the evening (after three stars appear) and in the morning.
10
Jewish tradition derives from this the various laws concerning the (hand and head) tefillin (phylacteries). The word totafot is obscure though refers to head tefillin.
11
I.e., affixing a mezuzah scroll to each doorpost of the house. It is customary to touch the mezuzah when entering or leaving the house. "Gates" refers to public displays.
2

3

Keriat Shema Aleph: Deut. 6:4-9

12
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APPENDIX C THE PILLARS OF
THE NEW CHURCH!
James, Cephas, and John, those esteemed as Pillars

JAMES

CephaS

Galatians 2:9

JOHN

James’
path to
being a
pillar of
the Church:

(please note: dates are an approximate guide only!)

1 Cor. 15:7
Acts 1:4-15

AD 30 Jesus appears to James. James now joins the followers of Christ, probably even
present at the return of Christ to heaven.

Acts 3:1
Acts 5:12
Acts 6

AD 31-33 Peter and John pray in the temple at the hour of prayer (3 pm)
The  Jerusalem  Church  meets  by  the  temple  in  Solomon’s Colonnade (Porch)
The church is growing rapidly; seven deacons chosen

Acts 7
Acts 9

AD 33 Stephen is stoned; these Jews that claim Jesus as Messiah scatter through Judea and
Samaria.
AD 34 Saul is converted.

Acts 9
Gal. 1:18-19

AD 38 Barnabus introduces Saul to the disciples
Saul  stays  with  Peter  15  days  …  and  also  saw  James,  and  James only of the apostles.

Acts 10,11

AD 39 Peter preaches the Gospel to the household of the Gentile Cornelius, and they are saved.
The  church  in  Jerusalem  listens  to  Peter’s  account  of  God’s  work,  and glorifies God, saying,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.

Acts 11
Gal. 2:9-10

AD 44 Paul and Barnabus bring an offering from the church in Antioch to help the Jerusalem
church (a great famine is taking place) James, Peter, and John give the right hand of
fellowship to Paul and Barnabus, sending them to preach to the Gentiles, while James,
Peter, and John continue to preach to the Jews. They ask only that Paul and Barnabus
remember the poor.

Acts 12

AD 44 Fierce persecution of the followers of Christ resumes. The disciple James, the brother of
John, is killed by Herod. Peter (Cephas) is imprisoned, scheduled to be killed after Passover. He
is miraculously rescued and goes to the home where earnest prayer for him was made to God by
the church. Before Peter flees, he gives very specific instructions:
“Tell  these  things  to James and  to  the  brothers.”
~AD 46 James writes and sends out the letter James.
AD 48 James precedes over the Jerusalem Council.

Acts 15

At this point ~18 years have gone by since  Christ’s  resurrection. The church in Jerusalem,
refined and purified through persecution and hunger, continues to be the guiding force for
the followers of Jesus the Messiah. James has emerged as the leader of the church.
How does the Holy Spirit lead James to handle this time when Gentiles would learn
well “the ways” of Israel to be established among God’s people? (Jeremiah 12:16)

!!

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
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APPENDIX D THE
CORNERSTONE
…For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself…

James speaks: Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles,
to take from them a people for his name.
Ah, yes, our James with his very deep Jewish roots, chooses to call Peter
by  his  Hebrew  name  Simeon.    And  then  James  “inside-out’s”  the  “chosen-ness”
of the Jewish nation, that joy (and probably too often, pride) of being the chosen.
“…the LORD has chosen you out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth …  “  
Deuteronomy 14:2
And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written:
“‘After  this  I  will  return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;
I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it,
that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,
says the Lord, who makes these things known  from  of  old.’ (From Amos 9:11-12)
The word
translated
“agree”  is
the Greek
compound
word
“symphonousin”
All of the
prophecies
regarding
salvation
Ephesians
come together
2:11-22 ESV
as a symphony
Even as one day a new song will be sung to Jesus, the Messiah the prophets also foretold:
“You  are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and people
and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to
serve our God,
and they will reign on  the  earth.” Revelation 5:9-10
James knows, however, in reality the Jews and Gentiles
are miles apart in common lifestyle – repugnant to each
other. So he continues, very practically asking the
Gentiles  “to  abstain  from  things  polluted  by  idols,  from  sexual
immorality,  things  strangled,  and  from  blood.”    Acts  15  ESV

… expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. …

… no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself
is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments …

Therefore  remember  that  at  one  time  you  Gentiles  in  the  flesh,  called  “the  uncircumcision”  by  what  is  called the
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having …
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JAMES MSG
APPENDIX E!

!

James 1
1 I, James, am a slave of God and the Master Jesus, writing to
the twelve tribes scattered to Kingdom Come: Hello!
Faith Under Pressure

!

2-4 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges
come at you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your
faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So
don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so
you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any
way.
5-8 If you don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the Father. He
loves to help. You’ll get his help, and won’t be condescended to
when you ask for it. Ask boldly, believingly, without a second
thought. People who “worry their prayers” are like windwhipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get anything from
the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options
open.
9-11 When down-and-outers get a break, cheer! And when the
arrogant rich are brought down to size, cheer! Prosperity is as
short-lived as a wildflower, so don’t ever count on it. You know
that as soon as the sun rises, pouring down its scorching heat,
the flower withers. Its petals wilt and, before you know it, that
beautiful face is a barren stem. Well, that’s a picture of the
“prosperous life.” At the very moment everyone is looking on in
admiration, it fades away to nothing.
12 Anyone who meets a testing challenge head-on and
manages to stick it out is mighty fortunate. For such persons
loyally in love with God, the reward is life and more life.
13-15 Don’t let anyone under pressure to give in to evil say,
“God is trying to trip me up.” God is impervious to evil, and puts
evil in no one’s way. The temptation to give in to evil comes
from us and only us. We have no one to blame but the leering,
seducing flare-up of our own lust. Lust gets pregnant, and has a
baby: sin! Sin grows up to adulthood, and becomes a real killer.
16-18 So, my very dear friends, don’t get thrown off course.
Every desirable and beneficial gift comes out of heaven. The
gifts are rivers of light cascading down from the Father of Light.
There is nothing deceitful in God, nothing two-faced, nothing
fickle. He brought us to life using the true Word, showing us off
as the crown of all his creatures.
Act on What You Hear
19-21 Post this at all the intersections, dear friends: Lead with
your ears, follow up with your tongue, and let anger straggle
along in the rear. God’s righteousness doesn’t grow from
human anger. So throw all spoiled virtue and cancerous evil in
the garbage. In simple humility, let our gardener, God,
landscape you with the Word, making a salvation-garden of
your life.
22-24 Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener
when you are anything but, letting the Word go in one ear and
out the other. Act on what you hear! Those who hear and don’t
act are like those who glance in the mirror, walk away, and two
minutes later have no idea who they are, what they look like.
25 But whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed counsel of
God—the free life!—even out of the corner of his eye, and sticks
with it, is no distracted scatterbrain but a man or woman of
action. That person will find delight and affirmation in the action.
26-27 Anyone who sets himself up as “religious” by talking a
good game is self-deceived. This kind of religion is hot air and
only hot air. Real religion, the kind that passes muster before
God the Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless
in their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless
world.

James 2
1-4 My dear friends, don’t let public opinion influence how you
live out our glorious, Christ-originated faith. If a man enters your
church wearing an expensive suit, and a street person wearing
rags comes in right after him, and you say to the man in the
suit, “Sit here, sir; this is the best seat in the house!” and either
ignore the street person or say, “Better sit here in the back row,”
haven’t you segregated God’s children and proved that you are
judges who can’t be trusted?
5-7 Listen, dear friends. Isn’t it clear by now that God operates
quite differently? He chose the world’s down-and-out as the
kingdom’s first citizens, with full rights and privileges. This
kingdom is promised to anyone who loves God. And here you
are abusing these same citizens! Isn’t it the high and mighty
who exploit you, who use the courts to rob you blind? Aren’t
they the ones who scorn the new name—“Christian”—used in
your baptisms?
8-11 You do well when you complete the Royal Rule of the
Scriptures: “Love others as you love yourself.” But if you play
up to these so-called important people, you go against the Rule
and stand convicted by it. You can’t pick and choose in these
things, specializing in keeping one or two things in God’s law
and ignoring others. The same God who said, “Don’t commit
adultery,” also said, “Don’t murder.” If you don’t commit adultery
but go ahead and murder, do you think your non-adultery will
cancel out your murder? No, you’re a murderer, period.
12-13 Talk and act like a person expecting to be judged by the
Rule that sets us free. For if you refuse to act kindly, you can
hardly expect to be treated kindly. Kind mercy wins over harsh
judgment every time.
Faith in Action
14-17 Dear friends, do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if
you learn all the right words but never do anything? Does
merely talking about faith indicate that a person really has it?
For instance, you come upon an old friend dressed in rags and
half-starved and say, “Good morning, friend! Be clothed in
Christ! Be filled with the Holy Spirit!” and walk off without
providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup—where does that
get you? Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is
outrageous nonsense?
18 I can already hear one of you agreeing by saying, “Sounds
good. You take care of the faith department, I’ll handle the
works department.”
Not so fast. You can no more show me your works apart from
your faith than I can show you my faith apart from my works.
Faith and works, works and faith, fit together hand in glove.
19-20 Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only
God, but then observe you complacently sitting back as if you
had done something wonderful? That’s just great. Demons do
that, but what good does it do them? Use your heads! Do you
suppose for a minute that you can cut faith and works in two
and not end up with a corpse on your hands?
21-24 Wasn’t our ancestor Abraham “made right with God by
works” when he placed his son Isaac on the sacrificial altar?
Isn’t it obvious that faith and works are yoked partners, that
faith expresses itself in works? That the works are “works of
faith”? The full meaning of “believe” in the Scripture sentence,
“Abraham believed God and was set right with God,” includes
his action. It’s that mesh of believing and acting that got
Abraham named “God’s friend.” Is it not evident that a person is
made right with God not by a barren faith but by faith fruitful in
works?
25-26 The same with Rahab, the Jericho harlot. Wasn’t her
action in hiding God’s spies and helping them escape—that
seamless unity of believing and doing—what counted with God?
The very moment you separate body and spirit, you end up with
a corpse. Separate faith and works and you get the same thing:
a corpse.
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James 4

1-2 Don’t be in any rush to become a teacher, my friends.
Teaching is highly responsible work. Teachers are held to the
strictest standards. And none of us is perfectly qualified. We get
it wrong nearly every time we open our mouths. If you could
find someone whose speech was perfectly true, you’d have a
perfect person, in perfect control of life.

!

1-2 Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels
come from? Do you think they just happen? Think again. They
come about because you want your own way, and fight for it
deep inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t have and
are willing to kill to get it. You want what isn’t yours and will risk
violence to get your hands on it.

!
!

3-5 A bit in the mouth of a horse controls the whole horse. A
small rudder on a huge ship in the hands of a skilled captain
sets a course in the face of the strongest winds. A word out of
your mouth may seem of no account, but it can accomplish
nearly anything—or destroy it!

!

5-6 It only takes a spark, remember, to set off a forest fire. A
careless or wrongly placed word out of your mouth can do that.
By our speech we can ruin the world, turn harmony to chaos,
throw mud on a reputation, send the whole world up in smoke
and go up in smoke with it, smoke right from the pit of hell.

!

7-10 This is scary: You can tame a tiger, but you can’t tame a
tongue—it’s never been done. The tongue runs wild, a wanton
killer. With our tongues we bless God our Father; with the same
tongues we curse the very men and women he made in his
image. Curses and blessings out of the same mouth!

!

10-12 My friends, this can’t go on. A spring doesn’t gush fresh
water one day and brackish the next, does it? Apple trees don’t
bear strawberries, do they? Raspberry bushes don’t bear
apples, do they? You’re not going to dip into a polluted mud
hole and get a cup of clear, cool water, are you?
Live Well, Live Wisely

!

13-16 Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for
wisdom? Here’s what you do: Live well, live wisely, live humbly.
It’s the way you live, not the way you talk, that counts. Meanspirited ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn’t
wisdom. Twisting the truth to make yourselves sound wise isn’t
wisdom. It’s the furthest thing from wisdom—it’s animal cunning,
devilish conniving. Whenever you’re trying to look better than
others or get the better of others, things fall apart and everyone
ends up at the others’ throats.

!

17-18 Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and
is characterized by getting along with others. It is gentle and
reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, not hot one
day and cold the next, not two-faced. You can develop a
healthy, robust community that lives right with God and enjoy its
results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each
other, treating each other with dignity and honor.

!

2-3 You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? And
why not? Because you know you’d be asking for what you have
no right to. You’re spoiled children, each wanting your own way.
4-6 You’re cheating on God. If all you want is your own way,
flirting with the world every chance you get, you end up
enemies of God and his way. And do you suppose God doesn’t
care? The proverb has it that “he’s a fiercely jealous lover.” And
what he gives in love is far better than anything else you’ll find.
It’s common knowledge that “God goes against the willful
proud; God gives grace to the willing humble.”

!

7-10 So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil
and watch him scamper. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be
there in no time. Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit
playing the field. Hit bottom, and cry your eyes out. The fun and
games are over. Get serious, really serious. Get down on your
knees before the Master; it’s the only way you’ll get on your
feet.

!

11-12 Don’t bad-mouth each other, friends. It’s God’s Word, his
Message, his Royal Rule, that takes a beating in that kind of
talk. You’re supposed to be honoring the Message, not writing
graffiti all over it. God is in charge of deciding human destiny.
Who do you think you are to meddle in the destiny of others?
Nothing but a Wisp of Fog

!

13-15 And now I have a word for you who brashly announce,
“Today—at the latest, tomorrow—we’re off to such and such a
city for the year. We’re going to start a business and make a lot
of money.” You don’t know the first thing about tomorrow.
You’re nothing but a wisp of fog, catching a brief bit of sun
before disappearing. Instead, make it a habit to say, “If the
Master wills it and we’re still alive, we’ll do this or that.”

!

16-17 As it is, you are full of your grandiose selves. All such
vaunting self-importance is evil. In fact, if you know the right
thing to do and don’t do it, that, for you, is evil.
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James 5
1-3 And a final word to you arrogant rich: Take some lessons in
lament. You’ll need buckets for the tears when the crash comes
upon you. Your money is corrupt and your fine clothes stink.
Your greedy luxuries are a cancer in your gut, destroying your
life from within. You thought you were piling up wealth. What
you’ve piled up is judgment.

!

4-6 All the workers you’ve exploited and cheated cry out for
judgment. The groans of the workers you used and abused are
a roar in the ears of the Master Avenger. You’ve looted the
earth and lived it up. But all you’ll have to show for it is a fatter
than usual corpse. In fact, what you’ve done is condemn and
murder perfectly good persons, who stand there and take it.

!

7-8 Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master’s Arrival.
You see farmers do this all the time, waiting for their valuable
crops to mature, patiently letting the rain do its slow but sure
work. Be patient like that. Stay steady and strong. The Master
could arrive at any time.

!
!

9 Friends, don’t complain about each other. A far greater
complaint could be lodged against you, you know. The Judge is
standing just around the corner.
10-11 Take the old prophets as your mentors. They put up with
anything, went through everything, and never once quit, all the
time honoring God. What a gift life is to those who stay the
course! You’ve heard, of course, of Job’s staying power, and
you know how God brought it all together for him at the end.
That’s because God cares, cares right down to the last detail.
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12 And since you know that he cares, let your language show it.
Don’t add words like “I swear to God” to your own words. Don’t
show your impatience by concocting oaths to hurry up God.
Just say yes or no. Just say what is true. That way, your
language can’t be used against you.
Prayer to Be Reckoned With

James wrote this letter to
be distributed among the
diaspora. The letter was
meant to be read out loud.
Use the Message to read it
out loud, the way James
intended it.
“Faith comes from hearing
and hearing through the
word of Christ.” Romans
10:17
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13-15 Are you hurting? Pray. Do you feel great? Sing. Are you
sick? Call the church leaders together to pray and anoint you
with oil in the name of the Master. Believing-prayer will heal
you, and Jesus will put you on your feet. And if you’ve sinned,
you’ll be forgiven—healed inside and out.

!

16-18 Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to
each other and pray for each other so that you can live together
whole and healed. The prayer of a person living right with God
is something powerful to be reckoned with. Elijah, for instance,
human just like us, prayed hard that it wouldn’t rain, and it didn’t
—not a drop for three and a half years. Then he prayed that it
would rain, and it did. The showers came and everything
started growing again.
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19-20 My dear friends, if you know people who have wandered
off from God’s truth, don’t write them off. Go after them. Get
them back and you will have rescued precious lives from
destruction and prevented an epidemic of wandering away from
God.

!
!
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